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Whereby it may appear what a miſerable Apoſtacy from the 
Truth hath overſpread and covered the Earth for many 
Ages and Generations, and how groſs and thick the dark+ 
"neſs yet lies upon it, though the Light of God in his tender 
+ Mercy hath broke forth and winks upon the People of his 
'gatherin g, and through them hath alſo v ifited the World, 


The guidance of this in my heart, was patticulacly and chiefly towards 
the Papiſts, but 1 afterwards had a true ſence, that it alſo extended 
to the liate of ſuch Proteſtants, as had not Waited on the Lord, for 
him (in his Wiſdom and Poiver ) to rear up his own'Building, but. 
had ventured to build of themſelves, and ſo had reared up Churches 43 
11n the ſame ſpirit of Error, -Darkneſs, and Apoſtacy, which they 7 
_ Teemedto depart from: againſt all which the Lord will fight, and . > i 
all which he will break down, in the day of the revelation'sf the- "2 
elorious Light and Poiver of his Truth, which will overcomegaun: 
due and reign over the Earth, not after the m manner of men, Dutit 
the drove dominion of his Life, > > 
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Written in Al:54ury Þiiſon about the middle of the 6th Month, 1666, 
By Isaac PENING TON, | 


where > "ENCE. 
Some Obſervations upon the Eternal 'Fudgmen t; as it axe. 
ported by Chriſt, Mat.25,31. tothe end of the chapter, 
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The- Preface-; 


Ecauſe the corruption of the Chriſtian Dotrine and 

Worſhip hath been great (yea indeed very great) ſince 

the dayes of the Apoſtles 3 and the Judgements alſo 
are to be very great, becauſe of this Corruption, even dread- 
ful Woes, Plagues, Cups of Wrath and Thunders unutterable, 
as is exprefied in the Bookof the Revelations. Therefore, 
that men may avoid the terrible Wrath of God, which is brea- 
king and to break forth, by diſcerning and torſaking that, 
which his Wrath 1s againit ; therefore, I fay, in tender bowels 
was it in my heart to diſcover ſomewhat of that, which the 
| Lord hath made manitelt to me ( among many others ) con- 
cerning the creeping in of this corrupt ſtate, and its getting 
| up after the dayes of the Apoltles, with its Continuance tothis 
day; that Men and Churches may confider their ſtate, ſee their 
nakedneſs, and look after the pure Garment, that they may 
be cloathed with the Spirit of the Lord, and found in the righ- 
teouſneſs thereof, that ſo they may ſtand boldly before him, 
when the tranſgreflors and hypocrites (of all forts) ſhall have 
their fig-leat coverings ripped off, and lieopen to che ſtrokes 
of his Indignation. And this 1 fay to all; Take heed of two 
things, in this Day of the Lok D's Love and Vengeance 3 
Take heed of retaining or ſetting up any thing, which the 
Lord is coming forth againſt ; and take heed of {lighting or. 
appearing agataſt that, which the Lord is preparing to ſet up. 
The appearance of his Spirit, the ſhining of his Day is preci- 
ous, even in the meaneſt glimmerings of it, O whodhall 
ouiltleſs before him, who defendeth or ſetteth up any thing 
man's will or wiſdom (his Sun, Moon and Stars, ia all their #to- : 
ry, being to fall and 15ſe their ſhining ) or who debaſeth the 
loweſt appeararce of his Seed } And if the Jews ſuffered o : 
deeply, tor retuling and deſpiſing Chrift's appearance in fleſh, + - 
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E” what will light on thoſe who refuſe and deſpiſe his appearance” 
BY in Spirit? I.know this, that (<r:{:ans now over-look and " 
be. Night this, as the Jews did that, and by the fame ſnare, even 0 
==> by a prejudice they have drunk in, that this is contrary to the 
= Scriptures, as the Jews then did conclude, that that coming of 
> Chriſt then was not agreeable to, bur different from what the 
- _ Scriptures had faid concerning his coming. But what faid 
- Chriſt then * 1/1/aom v5 juſtified of her Children, They, who 
then were of the Spirit, and in the Spirit, knew the voice 
of the Bridegroom then, And ſuch alſo know it now, 
and rejoyce in it; though the wiſe in another wiſdom (ac- | 
cording to tie Scriptures, as they think ) refuſe and diſdain f 
it; and not knowing the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in Spirit, 
ſetup a Righteouſneſs of their own in fleſh : for their belie- 
ving (and applying to themſelves the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt) 
our of the true limits of Life, according to their own appre- . | 
henſfion of things, is no other, And this muſt fall, Man's | 
E knowledge of Scriptures, the faith of man, through his own | 
© apprehenfions, muſt fall ; and man-appear naked underneath; | 
- - thatthe glorious Righteouſneſs of Chriſt in Spirit,and the pre- be 
- cious covering thereof may be magnified overall, And in this | 
 Lightof Life, and newneſs of Nature in Chrift,runs the Bloud BY 
which clepſeth, and not el{where. It runs not according to FE 
mens notions, but inits own life, virtue & power in the heart : BY 
where ( whete it is livingly felt) the iniquity is waſhed away, 
'thefin is gone, the everlaſting Righteouſneſs appears, yea the | 
\Water-{prings, which waſheth and keepeth clean continually, 
Away with your Notions and empty husks, O ſeveral forts of 
Profeflors, come to the thing it ſelf,or rather wait on the Lord 
to be led to it, that ye may feel the Seed, the pure Seed, the 
living Seed, the Holy One of God, and may know its planting 
and growth in you, and your uncloathing and emptying of 
allelſe, that ye may be cloathed upon and filled with it. And 
> jn the ſ-nce of it, and unity with it, ye will own and love what 


" _ 


= comes from it, aud rejoyce in all the ſpringivgs of its Light, 
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Of the ( hurch-ſtate under the Goſpel. be b 


ing with God, according to the Covenant of the Law) were an 
holy People, nigh and dear unto God above all other People. 
- But they provoked him ſo continually and grievouſly, that (in- 
ſtead of bleſſings) they drew plagues upon themſelves, and were at laſt. 
| by his righteous Judgments made deſolate, and cut oft from being any 
| longer his ſele&t Nation and People. | 
| The Church-ſate of the Chriſt;ans under the Goſpel, 1s much more 
| precious and glorious, they being gathered into the ſubſtance of that, 
whereof the Fews State had but the ſhadow, The Preſence of God, the 
manifeſtation of his Life and Power is more inward and bright among 
them ; their union with him mote cloſe, their communion and joy . 
| more f::11, he tabernacling among them, dwelling and walking with 
| them, and advancing them into the ſtate of ſons and daughters, wheres . 
as the Law-ſtate was but a ſtate of ſervitude, And their Randing allo . 
is more firm ; the Covenant wherein they ſtand, being more able to 
hold them together with God than the other was, The ſtanding of : 
the other was by the works of the Lai, which they were to obſerve. 
and live. The Rtanding of theſe is in the Faith, which is from the 
Power, Which worketh their works in them and for them. ; 
Yet, as theyare gathered in the Faith : ſo their ſtanding is wwithe ., 
{ Faith; and out of it they cannot be preſerved, So that (before they | 
are eſtabliſhed) there is a poiſibility of cheir fal from the Faith, wheres. 
{ in their ſtandings, and from the Power which preſerveth. And if they . 
ſo fall, they are liable to be cut off, as the Fews were, as their Apoftle 
rels them, Rom.11.20,21,22, In the fear, in the humility before the 
Lord, in keeping to the Faith their ſafety is: but if they become high» 
minded, becauſe of their State and Church-priviledges ; if they think 
theirſtanding ſo ſure,as that they are out of the danger of falling : then 
they are out of the fear, out of the humility, out of the Faith which pre= 
ſerves; and being out of the Preſervation, they mult needs fall, and 
ſo continuing mult needs be cut off, 
Now the ſame Apoſtle doth not only warn them to take heed of fal- . 
ling from the Faith, bur afrerwards expreſly foretels of a falling away, 


even that there muſt come ſuch a thing among them alſo; yea, and of 
{uch 


T* Jews Church-ſtate under the Law was precious, Who (walk- 
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» © Tach a falling away from the Truch and Power of Life, as ſhould give ” 
*  Aniichriſt advantage to get into God's Templz, and fit there as God, 
taking upon him the power and authority, as if he had the true Power 
and Authority of God, 2 Theſſ.2. ver. 3,4. And what doth he then ? 
doth he not corrupt all? even as God's Poiver and Preſence putifies 
and preſerves all. And as ke ſhews himſelf as God : 'ſo doth he not 
alſo ſhzw fotth his Church, as Goa's Church ? Yes, it goes ſo in- the 
World, as God's. All that drink of his Spouſes Cup take it to be ſo, 
Who are very many and-great ones, even Kings and Inhabiters of the 
Earth, Peoples, Multitudes, Nations and Tongues ( Rev.17,2,15, & 
chap. 18.3.) and noneare able. to diſcern that ir is not ſo, but thoſe 
that are anointed with the true eye-falve, which giveth to ſee through 
his deceits, x Johz 2. 20. For he cometh with all dece;vableneſs of un- 
righteouſneſs (2 Theſ.2.9,10.) he makes the Church (after he hath Qot 
poiſ:Nion of it and made it his,fitting as God in it) appear 2s like the 
true Church as poſſibly he can, that he may hold up his myſtery of de-= 
ceitin the World, which if once diſcerned, would ſoon fall and come 
to.nothing ; 2 Theſſ.2,7, Rev.1i7. py. 

To open-theſe'things a little more fully and further from the Scrip= {| 
tures, that they who yet cannot read otheriviſe, may read them there, + 
and com? in ſome meaſure to the acknowledgment of the Truth, and 
wait for the Power from on high, from whence 15 the tiue Faith(wherin 
is the true Church,andits Randing) for want of Which the World is be- 
come a Wilderneſs: full indeed of Profeſſion, but very empty-of the 
nature and life of Chiiftianity. 

Chriſt rels his Diſciples, that falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhonſ{d 
come and deceive many:yea that they ſhould prevail ſo far,as if it were 
polble, to deceive the very EleR, Mar. 7.15 & ch. 24.11, 24. The 
Lord God h2d ſent forth his truth, and now after it he ſuffers to go forth 
2 power of Deceit, a mighty power, even having all maner of Decei- 
vableneſs of nnrighteouſneſs in it, 2 Theſſ.2,9,10, 11, And it works 
according to its power, it gathers all its own every where. Not one, 
but he that is of the Ele& Seed can [tand before it, Now the reaſon, 
| why God ſuffered this to go forth, was in Judgment. Men had dallied 
with the Truth, had took up a Form of Godlineſs, and rejected the Po- . 
| wer : therfore God withdraws from the Form, and ſuffers the unclean 
ſpirit to enter it, and the.uncircumciſed nature of man to ſhelter it ſelf 
there. It aroſe alſo from the Devil's ſubtilty, who finding himſelf diſ- 
poſl: ſing of his-Kingdom, played this Maſterpiece (both to ſave what 
he could ar preſent, and to recover the reſt again in proceſs of time ) 
He ( in his Apoſtles and Minitters ) takes upon him the profeſſion of 

Chriſtiauty, 
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Righteouſneſs 


-  Chriftiamty, Tending them'forth as the Miniſters of 


ture, of the wortdly root, ſpirit and principle + And ſo by.them, he 
brings forth Chr;tianity, (or the profefhion and obfervation of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion) in ſuch a way, as would pleaſe the worldly mind and 
nature : And bringing it forth ſo, he gathers to him all, that were not 
cathered and preſerved by the Power, and ſo becomes the greater Bo- 
dy and Church in view, and the reſt { as to the outwardneſs of their 


Church-ſtate) are fain to give way, and retire into the Power, cut of: 


their former place and ſation in the world, Rev. 12, 

Now as Chriſt had ſaid, that falſe Chrifts and falſe Prophets ſhould 
come : ſo Fohn ſaid they were come, 1 Foh. 2,18, and allo ſhewed 
from whence they come, They went out from us, ver. 19. They were 
ſuch as came into the Form among us, but were not begotten of the 
Life, nor ſubje& to the Power with us, And there were many of them, 
chap.4.T. and ſuch they were as had a great power of Dzceit,and came 
therewith to ſeduce them, x Foh.2, 26, Therefore he bids them (in rhe 
Un&ion which they had received, v. 27. which ſcarcheth and diſ- 
cerneth all) 7ry the ſpirits, If their ſpirit (or the ſpitit that 18 1n them) 
confeſs Chriſt (who is the power of the endleſs life, the ſum, ſublitance 
and end of all that which ſhadowed-forth life) they are of God, chap. 
4.2. But if their ſpirit confeſs not Chriſt come in the fleſh, though 
they may ſeem never ſo much to preach him, they are not of God,v.3. 
Now whoſe ſpirit confefleth Chriſt > Surely his only that 1s ſubject to 


him. He that preacheth Chriſt in words, and denieth him in works, 


(whoſe works are not wrought in Chrit, nor brought forth by ChiiR) 
his confeſſion is but ontward, but formal ; itis no true confeſhon, Tr. 


18 but the confeſſion of his month, not of his ſpirit: and he is, in the 


ſight of God, not a confeſlor, but a denier of him. And whoſo is en- 
abled by God to try ſpirits (and waiteth in his Light and Anointing to 
try ſuch) findeth him to be (ſo, notwithtanding all his fair words and 
ſpeeches of Chriſt, and his pzetending to be his Miniſter, Rev. 2, 2. 
For men with fine words and fair ſpeeches may deceive the hearts of 
the ſimple : but they cannot deceive thoſe, to whom God giveth abi- 


lity to try ſpirits. Could the Devil deceive Cbr:/t, when he ſaid, Thos - 


art* the Sou of God ? No, Chriſt knew his ſpirit to be againſt him, not- 
withſtanding thoſe words. And can the miniſters of Antichriſt deceive. 
the Ele& of God, when they preach up Chriſt (in words) to be the Sa- 
viour and Redeemer, and yet own not that Life and Power which 
ſaves, but perſecute it wherever they find it > No, The ſame Spirit of 
Chriſt in them diſcerneth quite through their woxds, to theis ſpur. 


iy 


(2 Cor, 11,13, 15.) but for all that, they were ill of the worldly na- _ 
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My bzep, ſaith Chrift, hear my voice, Joh. 10.27, Man may Ne >. 


ceived and caught in- the ſnare : but the Ele, the Sheep know the 
"voice of the Shepherd from the voice of the Stranger. It the Stranger 
ſay, Chriſt is the Son of God : though he believes and owns the thing, 
yet they receive it nof from his mouth, Well; whence are theſe falſe 
Prophets and falſe Chrilts > They are of the World. That's their root, 


Thence they come. | They are of the worldly ſpirit, the worldly wiſ- 


_ dom, the worldly nature, only cloathed outivardly with a profefiion 


and ſhew of the Do&rine and Practices of Chriſt and his Apoles. And 
whatdo they do ? They preach worldly things, They ſuit their doQtrine 
to the worldly nature, principle and ſpirit. And what is their ſucceſs > 
The World heareth them, 1 Joh.4.5. The earthly wiſdom in man falls 
in with them, judges cthem-to be right, owns them, ſets up theit Way of 
Chriſtianity and Worſhip in the World : and thus the World become 
Chriſtians. Thoſe which came in the Name of Chrit, the World could 
Not receive. (He that knoweth God, heareth w; notthe World, 1 Fob 
4.6.) There were but a feiv (in compariſon) gathered here and there 
then : a few in one place, a fe in another. The Do&rine that comes 
forth in the Power, ſcatters the worldly part, Man's wiſdom, man's 
nature cannot receive it, in the Love and Life of it. But when theſe 
falſe Chriſts and falſe Prophets come, the World can turn Chriſtians; 
then a whole City, or a whole Nation can preſently become a Church. 
Why-{o ? .Fheſe come in that, which the World can receive,which their 


wiſdomycan anſwer, fall in with,and ſubje& to, Theſe can bring forth 


a Croſs, which the World can like, fall down and worſhip ; bat the 


Croſs of Chrif# they cannot : for that crucifies and ſlayes the worldly 
"nature, Wherever it is felt, taken up, and ſubje&ted to. The way of 
Life is ſtrait and narrow, and few there be that can walk therein : but 
2 broader way more may Walk in. The true Church is not eafily found 


or entred into; but the falſe is wider and far larger, yea, deſirable 
to the flzſh, The true Church is ciccumſpe&, will admit none bur in 


the way of God's Wiſdom and Power; but the falſe Church proſtitutes 


and thruſts her ſelf upon all. She meets men in the ſtreets and forceth 
them into her b2d ; whereas the voice of the true Church is, Wait for 


th? preparation, for the bzing changed by that which giveth entrance 


into the Truth : for the Builder of the Church is God, Heb.3.4. (he 
builds this Houſe by Chritt, ver. 6, as by Moſes he bnilt the Houſe 


-under the Law) and he is the addzr to the Building, A#.2.4.7, 


S» Panl alfo, writing to Tzmthy, tells him of perilous times in the 
laſt dayes, 2Twn.3.1, For when the laſt dayes cone, and the Anti- 


chriſts and falſe Prophets appear, then men are in great danger of being | 
PRE 'n | et: I. Bechired. Beeh 
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nd a £00d Concience. 

Then he that is not in the Truth, but only in the form and outward ap- 
pearance, Will be ſwallowed up'by the deceit, and tgke up his dwelling 
in the Form with out the Power : for ſo ſaith the Apofile concerning 
them, v. 5. they have a Form of Godlineſs, but deny the Poryer of ir. 
And ail manner of Wickedneſs will ſhelter it ſelf under this Form. Self. 
love, Covetonſneſs, Boaſtings, Pride, Blaſphemy, Diſobedience to' Parents, 
Kathankfulneſs, Unholineſs, &c. ver.2,3,4. and indeed what not ? For 
what is ſo evil, which cannot ſh:lter it ſelf under that Form of Religi- 
on and Profeſſion, where there is not the true Power and Life of Reli- 
oion to refit and ſubdue it ? 

Now mark; When theſe Antichriſts and falſe Prophets had got up . 
into a body and ftrength, gaining Authority and Credit in the World ; 
what did they then do, but endeavour wholly to cruſh and ſuppreſs the 
Truth, with thoſe that abode ſtill init > Then the Dragon, with his 
Angels, fighteth with fichae! and his Angels. © They had Riill been 
fighting wirh the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chr:ft, endzavouring to di 
parage them, and eat out their eſteem in the Churches ( as 2 Cor, rt.) 
but they could not prevail ; Satan,in all his enterpriz2s, fell down like 
Lightning, before the Glory and Power of (Chriſt in his Apoſtles and 
Miniſters, But ihen the Apoſtacy encreaſed, and the Churches pro- 
voked their Preſerver, growing cold in Love, and faint in Faith (being 
fred up with their Gifts, thinking highly of themſelves, and their” 
Randinz to be firm) and many received not the love of; the Truth, bur 
only a profeſſion of it for by-ends, &c. Then the Lord began'to threa- 
ten ſome with the removal of their Candleſtick, and did afterwards 
proceed in Judgment, even to let the falſe Prophets and Antichiifts 
prevail, and ſtrong Delufions enter, that they who had dallied*with 
the Truth, might be fruſtrated of the Salvation they expe&ed byit, _ 


{ meeting with a Lie ( which deftroyerh) in the Read of it, 2 Theſſi 2, ®.. : 
{ IO, IT, 12, And ſo God, who before built up, in his jealoufe and in= © 


dienation afterivards threw down (men abiding not in the Faith,nor in 
the Power, but in the Form and outward Profeflion, which, ſeparated 
from the Power, the Lord abhorreth.) What he loved, he ſecured for 
himſelf, (bis holy Temple, his holy Altar, his ſpiritual Worſhippers: 
and what he.regarded not (which was the Form and outward Ordinan- 
ces, noiv polluted) he gave to the heatheniſhly-profeſling ſpirit ; and 
there they worſhip, and magnihie their own Rate, prizing ir by its out= 


ward gfory and appearance, and not by a. right ſence and knowledge - > 


of it in the Truth. - Read theſe things outwardly, in the letter (or ra- _. =? 
ther wait upon God that ye may read them, who cauſed them tobe + 
| . .B | 5+ Wint'- 


deceived, and of making ſhiprvrack of Faith a ® 
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'Again, mark, Antichriſt gets into the Temple (upon the falling 4- 
way) fits there as God, ruling, eiving Laws, and exacting Obedience 


-.- inthe Name of God, But when was thi ro be? In thelaſt times, 


1 Tim,4.,1. (which would be very perilous, through the power of wic- 
kedneſs and deceit, then getting up.) When did thoſe rimes begin ? 
They began in the Apoſtles dayes. The MyRery of Iniquity was then 
at work, 2 Theſſ. 2, 7, Yea, ſaith Fohs, it z5 the laſt time , by the com- 


Ing of the Antichriſts and Deceivers we know it to be ſo, x Joh, 2. 18, 


Chri5t (aid, They ſhould come ; Fohz ſaid, they are come ; Paul ſaw 
them then at work in the myſterious Power of Darkneſs, But they 
could not carry their work through; the Spirit and Power of Chriſt in 


' his Apoſtles ſtood ſo much in their way : but after they were removed 


out of the way, Antichriſt got up his Myſtery of Deceit apace, Well, 
how long doth he reign? Even till the very coming of Chriſt in his Spi- 
rit and Power ; yea, there is ſome remainder of him, till- the very 


brightneſs of his coming, 2 Theſſ.2,8. This Myſery of Iniquity hath 


power and authority over all the wiſdom of man : but the appearance 
of Chriſt, in the Spirits of his People, hath power over it, and tor- 
menteth it, by opening its nakedneſs and cauſing its darkneſs to appear; 


and the brightneſs of his coming ſhall quite diflolve and ſcatter it : 


For it is but a miſt of darkneſs, it hath no being in the Truth, nor can 
it ſtand befoxe'the Truth. So Babylon is found Randing at the very laſt; 
juſt before the breaking forth and coming don of the new Jeruſalem 
and the Marriage of the Lamb with his Bride, Rev.19. 6, 7, Whatis 
Babylon ? A Myſtery of Iniquity in a Form of Godlineſs. A Profeſſion, 
a People, a Religion, that ſeem to ſet up Chriſt ; but ſet up another 


nature, ſpirit and power in his Read. A Church that is not of God, 


not formed in his Divine Wiſdom, not bronght forth in his Light and 
Power, and in the ſeaſon of his Will ; but of man, and by man, that 
can go no further in Religion than the number of a man, Soy, under 
the Goſpel, is not literal, but myſtical : and ſo is Babylos alſo, who is 
the mother of Fornications, who teacheth her daughters to adulterate 
from the Life and from the Power, who never kneiv the Marriage of the 
Lamb in his Spirit, nor his pure Bed of Life, but enter into the cham<- 
bers and bed of aftrange ſpirit. 


Qu. But what zs the ſtate of the Charch all this while, fromthis hour 


of corruption, till the coming of Chriſt in his Spirit aud Power ? 
Anſw, A ſtate of deſolation, a ſtate of widowhood, a wilderneſse 
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4 forts be read and underfitond) Revre, © chap, rx.) 
© T,2, where the battel of the Dragon is related, and God's taking 
down his Building, and diſpoſing of it according to his pleaſure, 
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Rate, where her living body is not diſcerned by the vultrous eye ; but - 
her children, whenever they appear witneſling for her, are perſecuted, 
hunted, afii&ed, and ſom2times flain. This b&ody Church, which 
comes from the red Dragon, and rules in his ſpirit and nature, drinks 
the blood of the Lambs and Martyrs of FESAS, who in their ſeveral 
Ages are his faithful Witneſſes, and love not their lives unto the death. 
And here the Truth, and that which hath appeared of the-true Church 
in the world, for Ages and Generations (ever fince this might of the 
Dragon's and Antichrifts darkneſs, and his fitting in-the Temple un- 
der. an appearance of light ) hath only bzen to be found, even among 
the Perſecuted Ones, who have been dear to God, of whom the Pro- 
feſſing World hath not been worthy,no not at all,of that heavenly life, 
ſpirit and power, which divelt in them, and through which they have 
been able to teſtifie for the Truth, and bear up their heads againſt the 
malice and perſecutions of theit enemies, Rev. 12, 11, 17, &c, and - 
chap.11.3,7. chap.13. Ig,16,17, chap.14.12, chap.17.5, _E 
Now, for a clole, There ate a feiv Queltions in my heart, briefly to 
propound and anſwer, Which it may pleaſe God to reach forth to. his 
Witneſs in ſuch, who in diſtruſt of themſelves and their own wiſdom, 
ſhall-wait upon him for underſtanding. The Queſtions are theſe. Firſt, 
what a true Church is > 2dly, How a True Church may be known > 
3. Hoy a True Church may continue ſo? 4. How a Churchmay loſe 
its ſtate and being? 5. When a Church-hath-loſt its Rate and being >- 
Queſt, x. #hat a true Church ts ? m1 ; 
Anſw, A true Church is a truly Spiritual Body, gathered out of the 
World, or worldly nature and ſpirit, into God's Spirit and Nature, 
there to live and walk with him, and worſhip him in Spirit and-Truth, 
and for him to tabernacle in and walk among, and fill with his glorious * + 
Preſence and powerful Life, Eph.2.21,22, 1Pet.2,5,Foh.4.23. 2 Corgs, | 
6.16, It is not the Profeſtion of the Truth,makes a true Believer; nox ©. 
1$ it a company of Profeſſors makes a true Church : but their proceed= 
ing from, and union with the Truth it ſelf, and thei1 abiding in the Life 
and Power of that which they profeſs; Epheſ.4, 16. | 
1eſt, 2, How a true Church may be known ? 
Azxſw, There muſt be ſomewhat in man to know them, and ſomeiyhat 
in them to be known by. That in man which knows them, muſt be ſome= 
what of God in him : for that Which is of man cannot meaſure or judg 
of the things of God, As the worldly wiſdom & ſpirit-could not know 
Chriſt formerly - ſo neither now can it knoiy his Church. Many may 
appeat to be Churches of Chriſt, and yer not be ſo: and that whichis 7 
{oz may notappear ſo, In this vain ſhall diflioguiſh ? Not he that #4 
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ment. Therefore it is not for every man to take upon him to judge, 
which is the tru* Ghurch : but firſt to wait upon God to be led into 
that, and in ſome meaſure born of that, which giveth ability to jude 
Wiſdom is juſtified of her Childres : but of others ſhe iscondemned 7,4 
fooliſhneis, and the fooliſhneſs juſtified in her ſtead, ; 

And there is alſo ſomewhat for the Church to be known by, which is 
that which diſtinguiſheth her from all other Aſſemblies and.Gather- 
ings, Which is the nature, life and preſence of the Head with her and 
in her, This none hath, but the true Church, the gathered Body, the 
ſeparate Body, of the Lamb, which is of bis fleſh and of his bones, Eph, 
5. 29,30, Her Husband is with her, his-life is in her : for ſhe is a 
living body, or gathering of living tones. So that find the true life 
of the Lamb any where, there is ſomewhat of his Church : find a ga« 
thering in his Life, Name and Power, there is his Church, and he al- 
ſo: for where two or three are gathered together in my Name, there am 1 
in the mid$t of them, Mat. 18. 20, : 

Queſt, 3. How a true Church may continue ſo ?* 

Anſw. By abiding in the Spirit, Life, and Power, that gathered and. 
built them up into a Church. This firſt gave them their being ; and 
this ill preſerves them in their being : (if they: abide till they be 


.perifeed and eſtabliſhed) but falling or. being.cut off from this, they 


wither, die, and come to. nothing. Even as a Diſciple, departing out 
of the Vine, making ſhipiyrack of the Faith, loſeth that which made 


 — hima Diſciple or Chriſtian, Fohn 15. 6. So a Church, departing from 


the Spirit-and Life of what they profeſs, languiſh by degrees, even till 
their life be wholly extin&, and they wholly loſe.that Rate and being 
hich they bad by their gathering. Thus the Churches in Aja, be- 
.ginning to- corrupt, grew formal, lukeivarm, dead, &c. were warned 
to repent and ſtrenthen that which remained, left they were ſpued 
out, the Candleſtick removed, &c, Rev. 2d & 3d chapters, 

. Queſt. 4. How may a Church loſe: uts late and being ? 

Anſs, Several wayes; as firſt, By departing from the Truth and 
Simplicity of the Goſpel, letting in Do&tines, Principles, Obſerva- 
tions, Cuttoms and PraQtices, Which are not of the pure Spirit, nor 
in the unity of it, but from the corrupt ſpirit, and which corrupt the 
minds of-them that are entangled in them, Corrupt doarines, cor- 
xupt principles, corrupt practices, &c. they all have of the nature and 
poiſon of death in them; and as they prevail, they bring death upon 
{and engage God againſt ) that Perſon or Church where they get do- 
-Minion.. | See what danger one.corrupt doQtrine. of: the Nicholartane 
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brought the" Church of Pergamus unto, even of God's cothing forth 
with his ſword and fighting againſt her, Rev. 2, 16. And if God, who 
is the Defender of bis Church, Himſelf fight again her, how ſhall 
ſhe ſtand? 

*2. By negligence and ſluggiſhneſs in the Truth ; by this means 
alſo life may languiſh and extinguiſh by degrees, even till death come 
wholly over and ſwallow it up, Rev, 3. 1, 2, 3. If the firſt Love do 
but abate and wax cold, Iniquity will be abounding, Mat.24. 12. and 
the Church will be in danger of lofing its Candleſtick, Kevel, 2, 
iz ' By God's withdrawing his Prefence and Power, ( for theſe or 
ſuch cauſes aboveſaid ) which -nouriſheth and preſerveth. For the life 
of a Church (as well as of a Diſciple) is fed and nouriſhed from the 
Fountairs or Vine ; and if it miſs of the nouriſhment, its life cannot 
long. continue. The Jews may keep up their Sacrifices, and reading 
of the Laiv : but yet they are a dead people to God, after theircut- 
' ting off from the Otive-tree. And the Gentiles may worſhip in the 
outward Court, and keep up the outward Ordinances, after God's. 
rejeQing and cutting them off alſo, and be as dead to Ellrverain, 
as the Fews in theirs, Rev.11.1,2, & Rom, 21, 2». ©, a 

4. By their liftning and yeelding.to the power of the Fnemy;! 


quickly deceiveth, ( with. his Lies,-inſtead of the Truthg K$roYer by -. 
and layeth waſte ſuch buildings, where. God in his-julffugenEne 


letteth him forth -upon them- For the Gates- of Hel wall” prevail 
avainſt that building , which the Arm of Chriſt is not ſtretcheU far 
(or ceaſeth ) to defend, And as the defence of every 'particular” 
Building upon the Rock, is in its abiding there, and ſubjeRing to the 
Head ; ſo the defence of larger Gatherings, or Churches; i#no other. 


wiſe, Astheir union: and gathering 183 ſo is theirſtanding,. toWita.. 
in believing and giving.up to their Leader, hearkning to his voice, . © 


and obeying him only. But if they hearken to a Stranger, if they hear 
another voice than his ; if they follow-another ſpirit, letting+in his 
lies and deceit ;- they cannot keep their ſtanding in the Trath, but.in 
ſo doing depart from it,. and loſe the promue and proteRion of it, 
For, as before, by God's gathering them from the ſpitit .of darkneſs; 
they becare His; and met With his Poiver, Preſence and Bleſſing :. ſo 
afterwards, being again (by any ſubtilty of- deceit) gathered from- the 
Tiuth it (elf, into ſome likeneſs and appearance of it, Which the. Ene« 
my hath formed, they become the Enemies Synagogue,-not God's: 
Churchy into which he entereth. again ,, and dwelleth there;- in-that: 
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a : 
\ eo *W \ 

x A I 4” 

- S0-> 

#7 IE 


© O's 


PoE * : 
Þ-. """oge" 


X <4 


4d XxX . {we 


pt and garniſhed by God, bei 
by the Enemy, becomes wotrfe and more filthy in the nature of wic- 
kedneſs, than it "a8 before. What is more pure, glorious and ex- 
cellent, than a true Church of God, which is ſanQtified by his Spirit, 
;arid holds torth the vertues and pure nature of his Life in the world > 
what is more filthy and abominable, and where doth Satan more 
ftrongly dwell and a, than in that which pretends to be a Church 
and is not 7 The Promiſes of God are only to the Seed abſolutely ; 
but not ſo to any man or ſociety of men, but as ( ir. the tender mercy 
of the Lord) they are gathered into, and preſerved in the Seed, in the 
way that the Lord hith choſen and appointed. For the way of Life is 
-elorious and perfe, and the Lord will honour it; ſo that thoſe that 
expe& to reap Salvation from Him, muſt walk and abide with Him 
therein: for beſides Him there is no Saviour ; and beſides his Way, 
there is no way of Salvation, either for any man or Church. 

Queſt, 5. When bath a Church lo its ſlate and being ? 

Anſw.' When its nature is changed, when it is overcome by and 
gathered into another power and ſpirit, than it was firſt gathered into 
by the Lord ; when its Randing is not in the Spirit, nor after the Spi- 
rit, but in the fleſh and after the fleſh ; when its wayes are carnal, its 
weapotscarnal ; when its hedge or wall is broken down, and the ſpi- 
xit of the world not kept out, but entred intoit and become one with 


'it, Then it is no longer of God, and ſeparate from the world, but one 


innature, tate and being with the world, Rev.2, 9, 


Theſe things are \vritten 1n the love and good-ivill of God, that men 
may ſee that ſpirit, which hath bewitched and entangled them from 
him, with the ayes and falſe appearances wherein it hathentangled 


bo them; and may wait on the Loyd (in truth of heart) for his Light, 


Guidance and Power to deliver them ; that ſo they may come into 
his Holy Land, and within the limits of his Holy City, ont of all pol- 
luted Lands and Buildings (where his Holy Nature dwelleth not, and 
the Pure Dominion of his Holy Life and Power is not felt) that tney 
may ſing Praiſe to'Him among his Redeemed Ones, for his precious 
Redemption; who is breaking the bonds of Captivity, and redeeming 
Hig out of all Lands and Countries, wherein they have been ſcattered 
in the cloudy and dark day, Glory in the Higheſt to. bis Name for 
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Some 2ueries to the Profeſſours of Chriſtianity. 
to provoke them to jealouſle for their good. | 


Qu. 1. Have ye eat of the Bread and drank" of the Wife Tn 
the Father s Kingttom, whtch"they that have received the King- 
dom, and are in the Kingdom, eat and'arink of ? | 

Qi. 2, Have ye knownthe heavenly Jeruſalem, and are ye 
come to it, as the Chriſttans were in the Apoſiles dayes ? Hebr, 
13,.42; PRE | 

Qu, 3. Are ye in Him that #5 true, and your (yurches and Ga- 
therings in God, and in the Name of hu Son? Is yonr being and 
awelling in the Eternal Life f : 

Qu, 4. Have ye received the Pfomiſe of the Father, even the 
excellent Spirit of the Son? | 

Qu, 5. Have ye the true Faith ? Do the living Waters ſpring 
out of your bowels, according as the Scriptures have ſaid? He 
that believeth on me, out of his belly ſhall flow rivers of living 
water, jJoh.7.38, &chiq 14. ES 

1, 6, Doth God tabernacle in you? w hu dwelling among 
you? doth he walk up and down in your ſpirits, "and ſup with 
you, and you with him © : 

Qu. 7. Are ye in the New (ovenant 5 taught of God fo, as ye 
need no man to teach you? and your ſins ſo blotted out (accord-: 
zng to the (ovenant) as to binder no good things from you ? 


Theſe things were ſpoken of in the Law and Prophets, tos 
be fulfilled, witneſſed and enjoyed under the Power and Lite: 
of the Goſpel; which is not-a-ſtate of the hames and fore- 
tellings of things, as under thgLaw, but of the preſence and 
enjoyment of the things themſelves : and fo far as ye fall 
ſhort of them, ye fall ſhort of the ſtate of Chriſtianity, 


THE END; 


| OBSERVATIONS 
Erernal Judgement, 


As it is expreſſed by Crarsr, Matth. 
| 25. 31. tothe end of the-Chaper. 


Obſerve 1, 
f He condition of-Chritt here in this world, in mavuy of 


his Members, in their ſeveral Ages and Generations, 

Et He is hungry, thirſty, a ſtranger, naked, ſick, and im pri- 
ſon: yeaindeed, what is there of miſery, ſhame. and reproach, 
which he ighot expoſed to, or which they are not expoſed 
E . to, who entertain Him as their Lord and King, and are faith- 
G43. 
RF Obſerv. 2. | 

The notice Chriſt takes of what is done 1n this kind, or 
not done in this kind, to any of his ſuffering Members, which 
extends to all, even the very leaft, [n/oruch as ye have done 1t 
znto one of the leaſt of theſe, ye have done it unta me, ver, 40. In- 
ſmuch as ye did it not to one feats leaſt of theſe, ye did it not 
tome, ver, 4. 

| Obſer.- 3. | 

fe The honourable eſteem Chrift hath of his poor ſuffering 
L - Members, with what eye of. contempt ſgeve: the World looks 
=. ypou them, yet he looks upon them as his Brethren, ver.40. 
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Ful in cheir obedience and ſubjeRion to him? wer. 35, 36, 


Uuſerv, 4. | 

'The different carriages of perſons towards Chriſt, j this 
his low condition in his Members, Some gave him meat, fome 
G gave him drink, ſome cook him in, ſome cloathed him, ſome 
) viſited and came unto him 3 ver. 35, 36, Others did none of 

theſe things unto him, Ter.43., 
Obſerv, xF. 

The different Judgment Chriſt pafſeth upon theſe, accord- 

. ing to their different carriages. The one he pronounceth ble/- 
| ſed of bis Father, judging them to the inheritance of a King. 
dom of Eternal Life, ver, 34, & 46. The other he pronoun- 
ceth Curſed, and adjudgeth ro Everlaſting Puniſhment in the 
fire of his Wrath, ver.4t & 46, 
| Obſerv. 6, 

"The ground or reaſon why thofe, who did not miniſter to 
- | "him, neglected him, which was their ignorance of him, They 
' | faw indeed, and knew feyeral pexiqns to be in ſuch kind of. 
' ] conditions, but they did not know that it"was Chriſt which 
»{uffered in them : This is implied in their Anſwer to him, ver. 
 |..44. TVhen ſaw we thee an hungry, or athi:ſt, or a ſtranger, or na- 
' | hed, or ſick, or in priſon, and did not miniſter unto thee? v.ay, 
| Obſer. 7. | 
| _ That it will notexcuſe men from the Judgment, their net 
[knowing of Chriſt in his Members : but it they negle& and 
have not done this thing (though they may plead never fo 
ſtrongly that they did not know any ſuch) they will incur and 
-muſt ſuffer the Judgment, The Jews cryed up Moſes and 
the Prophets, which had been before, and yer perſecuted 
"Chriſt and his Apoſtles : And many now cry up the Prophets, 
and Chriſt's appearance in a body of fleſh{with his Death,'*Re- 
'{urrection, Aſcenſion, 8c. )- and alſo the Apoſtles, both their 
| words & practices; and yet perſecute him ( and the fame pra» 
' |. Eices) ig his prefent Seryants and Members, How will thefe 
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”  . Butth e that did miniſter unto him, they knew not that it was 
Le neither, as Ver, 37, 38, 39. Therefore they doing of it 1gno- 


it; as Chriſt here doth : but they knew that they had done 


' account. . But that Chriſt was ſo in thoſe to whom they did 


this as done to thee? . This is wonderful to us, _ that thou 


__ . 


* Objett. 


; 


rantly (as we may ſay) it ſeemeth to want its due werpht, and not to 
render them ſo worthy of the reward, as if they had dane at in a 
clear and diſtinit undenſtanding, 
Anſwer, 
They did not know it ſo, as to put ſo great a value upon 


things. of this Kind,- and that they had done chem on Chriſt's 


them, as he now ſpeaks and that he would ſet ſo high an 
eſteem of it, that they were not aware of. . Was it thou thy ſelt 
that waſt naked, ſick, in priſon, &c..2 and didft thou take all 


ſhouldſ fo ſet by what we poor worms did to thy ſuffering 
Saints, in thy Name and Fear. 


a; 


But why deth Chriſt make thus the ground. of the General and: 
Univerſal Judgment ? Men bavecommitted many other ſins (ſont 
of; which are in appearance far greater :)- why doth Chriſt men- 
'270n none of them, but fix the Ju, 


[gment only upon this ? 
Anſw, © 
Surely. becauſe this: is more in. his eye, and. more hateful 


to-him than them all. ._ This argues an evil nature and ſpirit, | 


and the joyning of the mind to the wicked one, more that 


them all, For it plainly ſhews, that there is none of the Love - 
and Nature of Chrift in ſuch perſons: for if there be of che| 


Love and Nature of Chriſt in any.perſon, it will encline his| 


heart towards thoſe which are Chriſt's, and eſpecially in their 
ſuffering conditions, . He therefore. that hath no ſence of 
thoſe that belong to Chriſt, in their ſuffering conditions,ſhew- 


eth plainly, that he bath none of Chrift's Nature-in him, andſ 
»  ſoisnotat all found in that, which Chrift comes to fave. but 
ke... io that which he-comes tojudge and deſtroy fot ever. . | 
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Now 1 have three Queſtio 
defire that:all men that read, raay judge of it'in that, which 


' giveth the true ſenſe and jud;gment” of their w-ight. 


1, If this be the cauſe- 2:9d ground of the Eternal Judge- 
ment, whether it may or alſo be'the ground cf Temporal 
Judgments on Perſon's and Nations, to wit, it there be ſuch 
a thing to be found 1.a them, as neglecting to miniſter to Chriſt 
in his ſuffering Me!nbers ? | 

2, Ifthere b& not only this to be found, but alſo a cauſing 
of him in his Members thus to ſuffer (a cauſing of their hun- 
ger, thurſt, 11akedneſs, ſickneſs, impriſonment,&c.) whether 
this is not. of very great force to draw down Plagues, Judge= 
ments 2:04 Miſeries-upon a Nation ? 
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3. If there have been ſuch fins committed, ' God's Anger __ | b 


provoked, and his Judgments drawn down,whether it be poſ- 
ſible to ſtop them, or there can be any reaſonable hope of the 
diverting of them, withouta deep humbling before God ,con- 
tefling the thing in thefſight of the-World”{( as it hach been 
done in the fight of the WOz laying! 
for the future,'as the Lord and men may 


nd 1 11% " 


a ſhameful thing, that Jer»/alemthe outwardly holy City (and | 


ca} out, perſecute; put to death; &c. the Prophets and Chriſt |! 
of God; and ſet up Prieſts and Prophets of theirown > And ©* 
where and by whom are the Witneſſes and Martyrs hunted 
fand lain ? 1s is nor ſtill in that which is called the Chriſtian ** 
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